
20 Atlantic Fleet Weapons Training Area Vieques, PR, supra note 
16.
21 Id.
22 Evaluation of Remedy Resilience at Superfund NPL and SAA 
Sites, EPA (Aug. 15, 2018).
23 Phil McKenna, Climate Change Threatens 60% of Toxic Super-
fund Sites, GAO Finds, INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS
(Nov. 20, 2019), https://insideclimatenews.org/news/19112019/
superfund-flooded-climate-change-toxic-health-risksea-
level-rise-wildfires-gao-report-epa.
24 Valeria Pelet, Puerto Rico’s Invisible Health Crisis, THE AT-
LANTIC (Sept. 3, 2016), https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/
archive/2016/09/vieques-invisible-health-crisis/498428/; Uma-
ir Irfan, Puerto Rico is Slipping into an Environmental Crisis, 
VOX (Oct. 26, 2017), https://www.vox.com/energy-andenviron-
ment/2017/10/26/16523868/toxic-waste-hurricane-maria-epa-su-
perfund-puerto-rico.
25 Emily Atkin, Puerto Rico is Already an Environmental Trage-
dy. Hurricane Maria Will Make It Even Worse, THE
NEW REPUBLIC (Sept. 19, 2017), https://newrepublic.com/arti-
cle/144888/puerto-rico-already-environmentaltragedy-
hurricane-maria-will-make-even-worse.
26 Kelley Czajka, Trump’s 2020 Budget Would Slash Funding for 
EPA Programs, PACIFIC STANDARD (Mar. 11, 2019), https://
psmag.com/news/trumps-2020-budget-would-slash-funding-for-
epa-programs; Vieques Superfund Cleanup Map, supra note 5.
27 G.A. Res. 1541(XV).
28 Dec. of the Special Committee of 19 June 2017 Concerning 
Puerto Rico, U.N. Doc. A/AC.109/2018/L.7 (June 12, 2018).
29 H.R.C. Res. 37, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/37/L.19 (Mar. 16, 2018).

fore, parents are sometimes reluctant to register their 
children as having a disability — around three percent 
of children in Kazakhstan are registered as having a 
disability, as opposed to the global average of ten to fif-
teen percent.[4] Children who are registered as having 
a disability are excluded from society and kept locked 
away in institutions.[5] The State does not provide 
these children with a proper education, and they often 
remain in institutions for the rest of their lives, as the 
state moves them to an adult institution when they 
turn eighteen.[6] Children living with disabilities
who are not in institutions are often homeschooled or 
put in inadequate, segregated schools.[7] These schools 
do not facilitate any socializing with other children, 
increasing the marginalization of children living with 





tions Isolated, Abused (July 17, 2019), https://www.hrw.org/
news/2019/07/17/kazakhstan-children-institutions-isolat-
ed-abused.
2 Id.
3 “Children with Disabilities,” UNICEF Kazakhstan, https://www.
unicef.org/kazakhstan/en/children-disabilities.
4 Id.
5 Id.; Human Rights Watch, supra note 1.
6 Joanna Lillis, Kazakhstan: System Marginalizes Children with 
Disabilities, Report Finds, EurasiaNet (Mar. 14, 2019), https://eur-
asianet.org/kazakhstan-system-marginalizes-children-with-dis-
abilities-report-finds; Human Rights Watch, supra note 1.
7 Joanna Lillis, supra note 6.
8 Human Rights Watch, supra note 1.
9 Id.
10 Id.
11 Id.
12 Joanna Lillis, supra note 6.
13 Human Rights Watch, supra note 1.
14 Id.; Human Rights Watch, “On the Margins”: Education for 
Children with Disabilities in Kazakhstan (Mar. 14, 2019), https://
www.hrw.org/report/2019/03/14/margins/education-chil-
dren-disabilities-kazakhstan#page.
15 “On the Margins,” supra note 14.
16 Id.
17 Convention on the Rights of the Child [hereinafter “CRC”], 
Nov. 20, 1989, 1577 U.N.T.S. 3; Convention on the Rights of Per-
sons with Disabilities [hereinafter “CRPD”], Mar. 30, 2007, 2515 
U.N.T.S. 3; On Social Protection of Disabled Persons in the Rep-
bulic of Kazakhstan, The Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan No. 
39 (Apr. 13, 2005), http://adilet.zan.kz/eng/docs/Z050000039_.
18 CRPD, supra note 17, art. 7.
19 Id., arts. 15, 19.
20 CRC, supra note 17, art. 23.
21 Id.
22 Id.
23 On Social Protection of Disabled Persons, supra note 17.
24 Id., arts. 4, 5.
25 Human Rights Watch, supra note 1; CRC, supra note 17; 
CRPD, supra note 17.
26 CRC, supra note 17.
27 Human Rights Watch, supra note 1; CRC, supra note 17; 
CRPD, supra note 17.
28 CRPD, supra note 17, art. 15; CRC, supra note 17, art. 19.
29 “Children with Disabilities,” supra note 2.
30 Joanna Lillis, supra note 6.
31 On Social Protection of Disabled Persons, supra note 17; “Chil-
dren with Disabilities,” supra note 2.

COLUMNS

24


